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_________________________________________________________________________ 

CURRENT EMPLOYER/TITLE: 

Blankenship & Blankenship, PLLC/Founding Member 

 

PROFESSION: 

Attorney at Law -- Primary Emphasis Construction, Real Estate, Commercial/Business at Law 

 

WORK HISTORY: 

Founder, Attorney at Law, Blankenship & Blankenship, PLLC 1978 to present 

 

PRACTICE EMPHASIS: 

Practicing attorney since 1978, with practice emphasis on construction, real estate, commercial/ 

business litigation.  Majority of practice is in construction law and construction litigation/ 

arbitration representing general contractors, construction managers, subcontractors, sureties, 

subcontractors, architects, engineers, developers, and owners involving residential and 

commercial projects.  Represents clients in disputes relating to contract claims, construction 

defect, schedule/delay issues, change orders, scope of work, design defects, Design Build, 

mechanic’s liens, zoning/land use, bonding and financing issues.  Significant experience also in 

real estate, commercial, corporate and business litigation.  As business person, principal and/or 

partner in various residential subdivisions and commercial construction projects, multi-family 

projects and commercial projects.    

 

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION EXPERIENCE: 

AAA panel member since 1988.  Arbitrator (sole and three-member panelist) and mediator on 

numerous construction and commercial cases including Fast Track, Regular Track and LCCP 

cases with significant experience chairing panels (e.g. over 100 cases as arbitrator in AAA 

cases). Arbitration experience includes cases in Tennessee, Kentucky, Georgia, Florida, South 

Carolina, Arkansas, Texas, Ohio, Massachusetts, and New Jersey.  Construction projects in 

dispute include: Convention centers, schools, corrections and judicial facilities, manufacturing 

plants, health care facilities, churches, recreational facilities, hotels, multi-family and residential. 

Construction disputes include: contract terms and conditions, change orders/additional 

work/backcharge claims, delays (delay analysis, critical path, sub-critical path, CPM, 

Primavera/P3 and other electronic scheduling, etc.) inefficiency, impact and disruption claims, 

design/construction defects, contract accounting, AIA/standardized contract issues, 

misrepresentation/fraud/concealment, latent defects, etc.  Commercial issues in dispute include: 

contract terms and conditions, breach of contract, misrepresentation, business valuations, 

corporate stock valuations, financing agreements, mergers, purchase and sale of business, 

representations and warranties, legal and professional fees, executive employment 

compensation/separation.  Significant experience in complex and multi-party cases (e.g. 46 party 

dispute; 18 party dispute; 8 party/consolidated cases dispute requiring multiple discreet hearing 

segments and 81 total days of hearings). 

 

 



 

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION TRAINING: 

Mediation – A Valuable Tool for Litigators Seminar, November 2006; Dealing With Delay 

Tactics In Arbitration, 12/05;  Attended AAA Neutrals Conference, Atlanta, 10/04; ACE001 – 

Arbitration Awards: Safeguarding, Deciding & Writing Awards, Atlanta, 10/04; Arbitrator 

Update 2004, Atlanta, 10/04; Annual Arbitrator Update 2002; AAA Construction Industry 

Arbitrator II Training, Nashville, 4/01; attended AAA Mediator Retreat, Denver, 3/00; ADR 

Applications, Inc., Civil/Commercial Mediation Training, Nashville, 4/97; AAA Construction 

Industry Arbitrator Training, Nashville, 3/97; AAA Advanced Arbitrator Training, Nashville, 

10/93; faculty, Advanced Arbitration Training Program on Application of the Uniform 

Arbitration Act, Nashville, 10/93; AAA Mediation Training, Nashville, 10/92; various other 

ADR training.  

 

PROFESSIONAL LICENSES/COURT ADMISSIONS: 

License to practice and admission to Tennessee Supreme Court 1977; United States District 

Court, Middle District of Tennessee, 1978; United States Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit, 2003, 

Supreme Court of the United States, 2002. 

 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS: 

Tennessee Bar Association (Section on Alternative Dispute Resolution; Professional Standards 

of Conduct Study Committee, Standing Committee on Ethics and Professionalism, Chairman, 

Access to Justice Committee); Past President of Rutherford/Cannon County Bar Association; 

Hearing Officer, Tennessee Board of Professional Responsibility (1993-1997); Christian Legal 

Society; Member and Past President, Andrew Jackson American Inn of Court; Tennessee 

Association of Construction Counsel; American Arbitration Association; Fellow of the 

Tennessee Bar Foundation; College of Commercial Arbitrators. 

 

ARTICLES/SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS: 

The Great Debate:  Administered vs Private Arbitration, November 2007, The Annual Ethics 

Roadshow, Tennessee Rules of Professional Conduct: A Comprehensive Review, December 

2003; Advanced Tennessee Construction Law, 2005; Tennessee Construction Issues, December 

2002; Hot Topics In Real Estate 2002; Tennessee Rules of Professional Conduct: A 

Comprehensive Review, November 2002; American Arbitration Association: Arbitration 

Advocacy Training, October 2002; The Art of Arbitration, July 2002; Mechanics’ Lien Law and 

Strategies in Tennessee, June 2002; Art of Arbitration December 2001; Tennessee Construction 

Issues December 2001; Tennessee Construction Issues, December 2000.  Tennessee Bar 

Association Access to Justice Committee Chair Report, Tennessee Bar Journal, February 2005, 

Med-Arb, a template for adaptive ADR Tennessee Bar Journal, November 2006, at 28. 

 

EDUCATION: 

University of Tennessee, School of Law  (J.D. - 1977); 

Middle Tennessee State University (B.S. - 1973) 

University of Missouri School of Law (LLM candidate) 

 

CITIZENSHIP: 

United States of America 


