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Bob Allen represents individuals and entities in civil, criminal, and administrative matters 
in federal, state, and local courts. An extensive part of Mr. Allen’s practice involves the 
representation of clients in white-collar criminal investigations and prosecutions. With 
respect to civil litigation, Mr. Allen represents both plaintiffs and defendants in wide-
ranging matters.  He also maintains an active mediation practice and handles at least 100 
cases per year.  
 
Previously, Mr. Allen was a founding member and former managing member of the law 
firm of Allen Guthrie & Thomas PLLC.  He served as the Assistant U.S. Attorney for the 
Southern District of West Virginia (1975-1977; 1978-1981), and he served as chief of the 
Coal Fraud Project by prosecuting illegal coal tax shelters.  
 
In addition to practicing law for more than three decades, Mr. Allen served as a naval 
aviator in the U.S. Navy and was on active duty from 1966 to 1972.  He continued his 
military service in the Naval Reserves from 1972 to 1992 and retired as a commander. 
Mr. Allen has received numerous military decorations based on his accomplishments as a 
United States Navy pilot with service in Vietnam.  
 
Mr. Allen received a bachelor’s degree from West Virginia University (1963), a Masters 
of Business Administration (1965), and a Doctor of Jurisprudence from the West Virginia 
University College of Law (1974). He is admitted to practice in the U.S. District Court 
for both the southern and northern regions of West Virginia, the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, and the United States Supreme Court.  
 
Currently, Mr. Allen is a member of the West Virginia State Bar (Committee on Criminal 
Law), the Kanawha County Bar Association. He was named a Fellow in the American 
Bar Foundation and the West Virginia Bar Foundation.  He was honored by the United 
States Department of Justice with awards acknowledging superior achievements and 
performance, in addition to recognition by the Department of Treasury - Internal Revenue 
Service (Criminal Division) for his distinguished contributions to the legal profession. He 
has received numerous accolades from the U.S. district courts for mediation services.   
 
Mr. Allen received an AV rating (Preeminent) from Martindale-Hubbell, he has been 
recognized as one of the “Best Lawyers in America” since 1991, and he has been named 
“Lawyer of the Year” for mediation. He has repeatedly been listed as a West Virginia 
“Super Lawyer” and was featured in The Lawdragon 3000 as one of the leading lawyers 
in the country.   
 
 
 


